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and the mountain wall is broken m several places by trans
verse valleys

Every aspect of South America on its Pacific side must
be studied with reference to the general control exercised by
the Andean system The chief feature from the human and

FIG. 173, THE ANDES
Like surf of a mighty sea, the Andes breaks in giant warre&.
The Andes near Aconcagua, taken at an altitude of 20jOOO feet
economic side however is not so much the height of bmd
known as the Western Cordillera which runs parallel to the
coast and about 100 miks inland but the coastal range which
develops in southern Peru fronts the ocean steeply for 1,900
miles along the coast of Chile, and becomes submerged and
detached as the ragged chain of islands farther sooth. As *
consequence of this arrangement ol parallel folds, coastal
plains are either very narrow or eattreJy absent along ttse
Pacific slope.